ABERCARN 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1970 


The  Newport  Printing  Co.  Ltd.  12.  Bane.well  Road.  Newport.  Mon. 


ABERCARN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Councillors : 


Chairman  - 
Vice-Chairman 

Councillor  F.  Edwards,  B.E.M. 
,,  D.  H.  Padfield. 

,,  J.  C.  Pearce. 

,,  E.  N.  Fletcher. 

,,  P.  J.  James 

R.  Pidgeon 
,,  O.  J.  Thorne. 

H.  B.  Connolly 


Councillor  W.  H.  Davies. 
Councillor  R.  J.  Robson. 

..  W.  J.  Cross,  J.P. 

,,  J.  Edwards,  B. A. 

,,  A.  P.  Griffiths. 

,,  E.  H.  Williams, 

J-P- 

W.  C.  H.  Ford. 

,,  L.  S.  Gulliford. 

, F.  Knight. 

,,  F.  G.  Perkins 


Officers : 

Clerk  & Solicitor 

Treasurer  & Chief  Financial  Officer 
Engineer  & Surveyor 
Housing  Engineer 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Chief  Public  Health  Officer 


F.  Mervyn  Davies 
- T.  H.  Dixon. 
C.  C.  Hardwick. 
T.  J.  Laramy. 
Dr.  K.  E.  Howells. 
Lloyd  G.  Hale. 


1 


“ Help  me  Cassius  or  I sink  ” 

Julius  Caesar. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  present  the  Annual  Report 
for  1970  for  your  consideration. 

During  the  year  there  were  294  live  births,  and  214 
deaths,  within  the  area,  a natural  increase  of  80,  although  the 
estimated  mid  year  population  of  18,660  shows  a fall  of  30 
compared  with  last  year. 

The  crude  birth  rate  for  the  area  was  15.8,  the  adjusted 
rate  15.5  live  births  per  1,000  population,  which  is  slightly 
under  the  national  average.  Eleven  of  the  live  births  were 
illegitimate,  4 % of  the  total  births,  which  is  precisely  half  of 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  The  still  birth  rate  has  again 
fallen  compared  with  last  year  to  7 per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births.  The  perinatal  mortality  rate  is  24  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  27  per  1,000 
live  births  is  still  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  and 
for  that  of  the  County  of  Monmouthshire  as  a whole.  There 
were  5 deaths  in  infants  under  one  week  in  the  district,  three 
of  these  were  due  to  congenital  defects  in  the  baby,  one  due 
to  birth  injury,  difficult  labour  and  one  due  to  other  causes. 
The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  again  nil. 

The  crude  death  rate  for  the  area  was  1 1.5,  with  an 
adjusted  rate  of  14.1,  giving  a ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to 
national  rate  of  1:21.  The  largest  number  of  deaths  was  again 
due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  84  in  all,  56  of 
which  were  due  to  coronary  heart  disease,  25  of  these  were 
under  the  age  of  65.  Some  of  the  contributing  factors  to  this 
disease  such  as  excess  weight,  lack  of  exercise,  smoking,  etc., 
are  avoidable,  and  the  disease  is  therefore  one  which  has 
significant  preventable  elements.  These  diseases  accounted 
for  39%  of  all  deaths. 

There  were  33  deaths  from  cancer,  21  males,  12  females. 
Six  of  the  male  deaths  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  an- 
other largely  preventable  disease. 
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“When  the  poor  have  cried  Caesar  hath  wept 
Ambition  should  be  made  of  sterner  stuff." 

Julius  Caesar. 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  again  exacted  their  inevit- 
able toll — 18  this  year. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  are  summarised  as  follows: — 


Percentage 

Total 

of  total 

deaths 

deaths 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases  84 

39.25 

Cancer 

33 

15.42 

Cerebro-vascular 

disease  ...  31 

14.48 

Respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  31 

14.48 

Motor  vehicle  and  other  accidents  8 

3.27 

Other  causes 

27 

12.61 

Area  of  Abercarn  Urban  District  Council 

9,543 

Population 

•••  •••  ••• 

18,660 

Inhabited  houses 

...  ••• 

6,362 

Number  of  houses  owne 

d by  Council 

1.923 

Rateable  value 

1st  April,  1969 

£370,860 

1st  April,  1970 

£375,822 

1st  April,  1971 

£391,841 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

1968/69 

£1.441/0/0 

1969/70 

£1 ,475/0/0 

1970/71 

£1,500/0/0 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

1968  1969 

1970 

Males 

147  146 

149 

Females 

139  144 

145 

286  290 

294 

Birth  rate  of  1 ,000 

of  the  Population  ... 

15.8 
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“Seldom  he  smiles  and  smiles  in  such  a sort, 

As  if  he  mocked  himself  and  scorned  his  spirit 
That  ccruld  be  moved  to  smile  at  anything.” 

Julius  Caesar, 

Stillbirths. 


1968 

1969 

1970 

Stillbirth  rate  of  1 

1,000  of 

live  and  still 

births  17.4 

10 

7 

Deaths. 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Males 

114 

124 

139 

Females 

92 

1 10 

75 

206 

234 

214 

DANGER 

OF  LIVING  AT 

HOME. 

It  is  a startling  fact  that  each  year  more  people  lose  their 
lives  in  the  home  than  on  the  roads.  Accidents  in  the  home  in 
England  and  Wales  far  out-number  those  occurring  on  the 
roads,  yet  it  would  appear  that  a greater  propaganda  cam- 
paign is  launched  against  the  motorist.  At  holiday  times  figures 
are  always  forthcoming  in  connection  with  deaths  and  in- 
juries suffered  in  motor  accidents,  and  a comparison  is  made 
between  the  year’s  total  and  that  of  the  previous  one. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  discover  the  exact  figures  of 
children’s  deaths  by  accidents  per  thousand  head  of  the  pop- 
ulation in  Wales  as  opposed  to  England.  It  well  may  be  that 
the  modes,  habits,  customs,  and  the  use  made  of  the  home 
account  for  the  greater  percentage  of  deaths  in  England. 

The  children’s  friend  has  been  installed  up  and  down  the 
country  to  shepherd  them  across  busy  streets,  and  road  safety 
is  taught  in  schools.  Time  and  space,  at  a great  cost,  has  been 
spent  on  television  cartoons  emphasising  road  safety.  Despite 
this,  propaganda  campaigns  against  hazards  in  the  home  fall 
far  below  those  supporting  road  safety. 
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Please  do  not  misunderstand,  naturally  we  must  have 
road  safety  campaigns,  of  course  we  must  spend  money  on  the 
employment  of  the  lollipop  men,  and  every  other  means 
to  safeguard  children’s  lives. 

Let  us,  however,  examine  the  hazards  in  the  home: 

1 . Lack  of  fireguards. 

2.  Unprotected  oil  heaters. 

3.  The  overloading  of  electric  wiring  points. 

4.  The  placing  of  weed  killer,  insecticides  and  disin- 
fectant in  any  miscellaneous  receptacle. 

5.  The  positioning  of  gas  taps  within  the  reach  of 
toddling  children. 

6.  The  placing  of  boiling  water  within  the  reach  of 
the  infant  child. 

7.  The  lack  of  absolute  care  and  maintenance  of 
electric  blankets. 

8.  The  child  left  in  the  bath  unattended,  even  for  the 
shortest  possible  time 

9.  Drugs  left  lying  about;  the  many  coloured  tablets, 
resembling  “Smarties”,  are  an  attraction  to  the 
toddling  baby. 

One  could  go  on  reciting  ad  infinitum  in  regard  to  the 
causes  of  accidents  in  the  home. 

1 cannot  be  but  emphatic  in  the  insistance  that  greater 
care  must  be  taken  by  the  busy  parent.  A greater  intelligent 
surveillance  must  be  kept  by  them,  and  older  children  in  the 
home,  if  we  are  to  successfully  rear  today’s  children  to  be  the 
leaders  of  tomorrow. 


“Men  at  some  time  are  masters  of  their  fate; 
The  fault,  dear  Brutus,  is  not  in  our  stars 
But  in  ourselves,  that  we  are  underlings.’’ 

Julius  Caesar. 


VITAL  STATISTICS— 1970. 


Abercarn. 

Mon. 

County 

Council. 

England 
and  Wales. 

Live  births 

294 

5,541 

784,482 

Live  birth  rate  per  1 ,000 
of  population 

15.8 

16.01 

16.0 

Stillbirths 

2 

87 

10,341 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1 ,000 
live  and  still  births 

7 

15.46 

13 

'nfant  deaths 

8 

1 17 

14,269 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 
i ,000  live  births — total 

27 

21.12 

18 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 
1 ,000  live  births — 
legitimate 

28 

21.64 

17 

Neo  Natal  (first  four 
weeks) 

\7 

14.26 

12 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  of 
population 

1 1.5 

12.99 

1 1.7 

Number  of  deaths 

214 

4,101 

575,208 

Mid  year  population 
(estimated) 

18,660 

352,780 

48,987,700 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 
Number  of  Deaths  under  One  Year: 

1968  1969 

Boys  ...  ...  7 5 

Girls  ...  ...  2 2 

9 7 


1970 

3 

3 

8 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate:  27 


CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES. 


ALL  CAUSES 

Measles 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 

Cerebral  Spinal  Fever 
Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

Syphilis 
Tuberculosis 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Diarrhoea 

Congenital  Anomalies 
Premature  Births 
Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 
Digestive  Diseases 
Other  Endocrine,  etc.,  Diseases 
Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc 
Violence 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms  . 
Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality. 


0 to  4 
weeks 

5 


4 weeks  to 
one  year 

3 
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SICKNESS  COSTS— 1970. 


In  the  first  six  months  of  1970  it  has  been  calculated 
that  industrial  unrest  and  disputes  resulted  in  five  million  work- 
ing days  being  lost;  five  million  working  days  of  lost  produc- 
tion. This  figure  has  only  been  exceeded  twice  since  the  1926 
General  Strike. 

Prudence  prevents  me  from  making  any  more  reference 
to  the  above  figure.  Indeed,  I shall  away  quickly  from  the  sub- 
ject, and  only  use  five  million  lost  days  as  a comparison 
against  the  truly  gigantic  figure  of  three  hundred  million  days 
lost  through  sickness  during  the  year  1970,  at  a cost  to  the 
Government  of  £328,000,000  while  another  £4,000,000  was 
paid  out  for  industrial  injury. 

Consider  for  a moment  these  figures,  together  with  the 
cost  of  the  National  Health  Services  at  a total  cost  per  annum 
of  £2,000,000,000  plus  £368,000,000.  Is  it  not  a wonder  we 
are : 

“the  envy  of  less  happier  lands”  ? 

I realise  that  cold  figure  statistics  can  bore,  but  1 apolo- 
gise for  using  one  more.  Despite  intensive  research  by  the 
Asthma  Council  in  documenting  the  causes  of  asthma  and  the 
Council’s  attempts  to  produce  a vaccine  that  will  be  com- 
pletely successful  in  the  treatment  of  this  scourge,  and  irre- 
soective  of  all  the  work  of  the  Council  2,380,000  working 
days  were  lost  in  1970  by  men  alone. 

In  view  of  the  very  much  greater  number  of  working 
days  lost  through  sickness  it  has  sometimes  been  seen  as  a 
more  potent  threat  to  productivity  than  industrial  disputes. 

One  can  think  of: 

“King  John 

“This  England  that  Was  want  to  conquer  others 
Hath  made  a shameful  conquest  of  herself  . 

Viewed  firstly  as  economic  or  industrial  phenomenon 
this  problem  of  absence  from  work  represents  a costly  under- 
use of  resources. 
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It  well  may  be,  and  1 share  the  Council’s  concern  in  this 
problem  which  arises  with  their  staff,  both  indoors  and  out- 
doors, that  the  remedy  may  lie  in  the  hands  of: 

1 . the  Government; 

2.  the  doctors; 

3.  the  management. 

Perhaps  only  then  can  we  expect  a dramatic  fall  in  the  huge 
number  of  three  hundred  million  lost  days. 

Can  you  really  blame  man?  Yet  we  can  easily  see  that 
the  total  days  lost  by  disputes,  unrest  and  strikes,  plus  days 
lost  through  sickness,  can  if  reduced  solve  all  our  economic 
problems. 

I put  forward  that  perhaps  man  should  be  paid  a bonus 
for  working  full  time;  surely  a scheme  could  be  worked  out. 

I cannot  believe  that  there  is  no  one  left  in  the  country  cap- 
able of  emulating  William  Beveridge.  Surely  a scheme  could 
be  worked  out  similar  to  the  present  Income  Tax  P.A.Y.E. 
scheme;  like  our  rationing  scheme  during  the  war. 

Pay  a bonus  for  a full  year’s  work,  allowing  say  only 
seven  days  sickness,  the  person  forfeiting  the  bonus  if  days 
sickness  exceeded  this.  At  the  end  of  the  year  his  bonus  could 
be  made  out  in  the  form  of  a share  issue  in  the  factory  or 
plant  in  which  he  worked,  the  owner  of  such  shares  to  sur- 
render them  at  retirement  in  exchange  for  cash.  If  he  changed 
jobs  the  shares  could  be  passed  on  in  much  the  same  way  as 
N.A.L.G.O.  superannuation  is  passed  on  from  one  employ- 
ment to  the  next. 

Only  by  some  revolutionary  measure  can  we  hope  to 
reduce  the  huge  cost  of  sickness  benefits;  the  gigantic  cost  to 
the  nation  in  lost  production.  Perhaps  in  the  next  decade 
something  will  be  done  to  redress  this  overwhelming  social 
problem. 

It  is  perhaps  rather  ironic  to  suggest  that  in  the  last 
generation  there  has  been  too  much  work.  There  have  been 
no  signs  of  industrial  slowdowns  or  economic  depressions 


"You  are  my  true  and  honourable  wife; 

/Is  dear  to  me  as  are  the  ruddy  drops 
That  visit  my  sad  heart”. 

Julius  Caesar. 


bringing  in  their  wake  a vast  industrial  upheaval  not  unlike  the 
days  of  depression  in  the  early  thirties.  It  well  may  be  that 
industrial  stoppages  have  been  created  in  order  to  obtain 
time  olf;  a break,  a chance  to  recharge  human  batteries.  A 
few  days  off  from  work;  from  a car  factory;  from  a monot- 
onous job;  from  the  noise  and  din  of  a plant.  The  unhappy 
man  can  be  almost  heard  to  intone: 

“Now  is  the  winter  of  my  discontent 
Made  glorious  summer  by  this  sun”. 


ACUTE  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES — DEATHS. 


Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Other  Forms 


CANCER 

Males 

Females 


1968 

1969 

1970 

20 

20 

18 

6 

9 

6 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

27 

31 

27 

— 

— 

— 

DEATHS. 

1968 

1969 

1970 

17 

20 

21 

8 

30 

12 

— 

— 

— 

25 

50 

33 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Principal  Notifiable  Diseases  are  Smallpox,  Typhoid. 
Typhus,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough 
Puerperal  Fever,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  Continued 
Fever. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  the  Principal  Notifiable  Dis- 
eases during  1970. 
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A Man  of  All  Talents. 

“Some  men  are  born  great, 

Some  achieve  greatness, 

A nd  some  have  greatness 
Thrust  upon  them.” 

Twelfth  Night. 
Shakespeare, 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1970. 

1969 
M.  F. 

124  I 10  ALL  CAUSES  ...  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System... 
Late  effects  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity,  etc 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus.. 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 
Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Diabetes  Mellitus 
Anaemias 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . . 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Asthma 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  .. 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 
Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 
Congenital  Anomalies 
Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 
Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions  .. 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  other  Accidents 

H 


1970 
M.  F. 
139  73 

2 — 
1 — 
2 — 
4 3 

— 3 
6 — 

— 2 


8 3 

4 1 

— I 

3 2 

2 3 

2 3 

45  1 I 

7 4 

15  16 

5 2 

3 — 

2 4 
12  6 

1 — 
2 — 

3 — 

— 1 

1 — 
1 4 

I — 
I — 
— 2 

4 — 

1 3 


“He  was  a scholar,  and  a ripe  and  good  one; 
Exceeding  wise,  fair  spoken  and  persuading ; 

Lofty,  and  sour,  to  them  that  lov’d  him  not; 

But  to  those  men  that  sought  him 
Sweet  as  Summer.” 

Henry  VIII. 


ANALYSIS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


WhoopingCough  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia  ...  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Dysentery  . . . — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Pneumonia  ...  — — — — — — — — — — — 

Infective 

Hepatitis  ...  1 — I — — II  6 I 2 — ' — 1 22 

Food 

poisoning  ..  — 2423  822  23  82—  2 58 

Total  ...  7 17  34  30  50  121  li  3 27  8 4 — 9 321 


Total  number  of  infectious  diseases  in  age  groups:  321 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  PAST  FOUR  YEARS. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Dysentery 

Diphtheria 

Cerebral  Spinal  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis 

Meningitis 

Tuberculosis 

Whooping  Cough 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Food  Poisoning 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Measles 

Infective  Hepatitis 


1967 

I 


2 

9 


98 


1968  1969  1970 


14  — 


— 150 


7 

I 1 


64 

6 


58 

235 

22 


0 


8 


24 


231 


12 


1 note  with  dismay  the  tremendous  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  cases  of  measles  notified  last  year.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
with  the  increased  use  of  measles  vaccine  and  a rise  in  the 
number  of  those  immunised  that  this  disease  will,  like  diph- 
theria, gradually  disappear  almost  completely. 

POT  POURRI 

Rubella  Vaccination. 

Initially,  only  girls  in  the  eleven  to  fourteen  years  age 
group  are  being  offered  vaccine;  this  enables  the  girls  to 
acquire  the  maximum  immunity  before  reaching  child-bear- 
ing age.  Vaccination  for  any  woman  of  child-bearing  age  is 
available  now,  through  her  family  doctor,  at  his  discretion. 

Brucellosis. 

After  completing  the  huge  task  of  either  getting  all  the 
bovines  in  the  country  tuberculin  tested  or  the  milk  pasteur- 
ised, the  plan  must  be  to  eradicate  Brucellosis  in  the  bovine. 
To  date  only  a little  over  10%  of  all  the  bovines  in  the  coun- 
try are  accredited,  although,  undoubtedly,  as  farmers  become 
aware  of  the  incentive  scheme  available  the  natural  reserve 
and  reticence  will  vanish  and  greater  progress  will  be  made  in 
complete  eradication. 

Teeth — Fluoride  Toothpaste. 

The  Council  will  remember  my  advocating  the  fluo- 
ridation of  the  water  supplies  some  years  ago,  a policy  that 
unfortunately  was  not  adhered  to.  The  adherents  of  the  Pure 
Water  Society  or  Association  are  doing  the  public  much  harm 
by  persuing  their  demoniac  objections  to  this  idea.  Purists 
must  remember  that  the  fluoridation  of  water  is  supported  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  Indeed,  the  Ministry  are  so  confident 
that  they  personally  will  indemnify  any  Council  which  gets 
involved  in  law  suits  with  any  society  against  the  fluoridation 
of  water. 

To  my  mind  it  seems  churlish  and  childish  to  allow  flu- 
oride in  toothpaste  then  tax  the  same;  any  aid  that  helps  to 
preserve  teeth  should  be  supported  at  all  levels.  What  irony, 
the  Minister  of  Health  is  prepared  to  support  Councils  or 
Boards  by  giving  financial  aid  on  the  one  hand,  while  the 
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A Labourer  is  Worthy  of  His  Hire. 

“Let  not  Ambition  mock  their  useful  toil, 

The  homely  joys  and  destiny  obscure ; 

Nor  Grandeur  hear  with  a disdainful  smile 
The  short  and  simple  annals  of  the  poor.” 

Thomas  Gray. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  penalises  all  by  placing  a pur- 
chase tax  on  toothpaste. 

Lung  Cancer. 

Again,  following  the  publication  of  the  second  report  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  on  the  very  real  risk  of  lung 
cancer  in  persons  smoking  cigarettes  the  statistical  shock 
seems  to  be  wearing  off. Indications  are  that  the  15%  drop  in 
cigarette  sales  immediately  after  the  report  was  made  public 
is  now  back  to  normal,  and  short  of  completely  banning  cigar- 
ettes I cannot  see  what  else  the  Ministry  can  do  in  this  matter. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES  ATTENDANCES. 

Attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  for  the  year 
1970  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  for  your  information: 


Centre 

Under  1 1 

969 

1964-68 

Cwmcam 

• • . . . 

44 

38 

105 

Abercarn 

• • • • • 

43 

48 

101 

Pantside 

• • • • • 

47 

69 

133 

Newbridge 

. . ... 

98 

136 

255 

Trinant 

.. 

71 

88 

161 

Over  1 

Over  2 

Centre 

Under  1 

Under  2 

Under  5 

Total 

Cwmcam 

381 

352 

351 

1,084 

Abercarn 

285 

409 

264 

958 

Pantside 

322 

365 

346 

1,033 

Newbridge 

904 

962 

895 

2,761 

Trinant 

803 

61  1 

513 

1,927 

Attendances  at  the  Cwmcarn  Centre 

1,084 

Attendances  at 

the  Abercarn  Centre 

958 

Attendances  at 

the  Pantside  Centre 

1,033 

Attendances  at 

the  Newbridge  Centre 

2,761 

Attendances  at 

the  Trinant  Centre 

1,927 

Total  attendances  for  the 

year  I97C 

. . • 

7,763 
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"Oft  did  the  harvest  to  their  sickle  yield, 

Their  furrow  oft  the  stubborn  glebe  has  broke ; 
How  jocund  did  they  drive  their  team  afield  ! 

How  bow'd  the  woods  beneath  their  sturdy  strobe 

Thomas  Gray. 

SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES. 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


Total  Cases  on  Register 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

31-12-69  

46 

62 

3 

6 

1 17 

New  Cases,  1970 

2 

4 

— 

— 

6 

Deaths 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Recovered 
Removed  for  other 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Reasons  ...  ... 

— 

— 







Removed  from  District 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Cases  on  Register 

31-12-1970  

45 

65 

3 

6 

1 19 

Annual  Return  of  Food  Poisoning  Out-Breaks  in  the  Area  of 
the  Abercarn  Urban  District  Council  for  the  year 
1st  January,  to  31st  December,  1970. 

In  accordance  with  the  Circular  46/49  (Wales)  dated 
^ 4th  May,  1949,  Returns  as  per  Memo  188/Med.  (Appendix 
I)  are  submitted  herewith. 

Annual  Return  of  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (corrected). 

Local  Authority  Abercarn  Urban  District  Council,  year 
1st  January,  1970,  to  31st  December,  1970. 

(2nd)  Food  Poisoning  Notification  Corrected  Return  to  R.G. 
1st  Qtr.  2nd  Qtr.  3rd  Qtr.  4th  Qtr.  Total 
Nil  14  24  18  56 

(3rd)  Outbreaks  due  to  identified  Agents. 

Total  Outbreaks  ...  Nil  Total  Cases  ...  Nil 

(3rd  A)  Outbreaks  due  to  Salmonella  Organisms  ...  Nil 
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To  Common  Marketeers. 

“This  royal  throne  of  kinys, 
this  seat  of  Mars, 

This  Eden,  demi  paradise, 

This  precious  stone  set  in  a 
silver  sea, 

This  happy  breed  of  men.’’ 

Richard  II. 


(4th)  Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause. 

Total  Outbreaks  ...  50  Total  Cases  ...  56 

(5th)  Outbreaks. 

Single  Cases  ...  ...  ■ • • • • • 56 

Agent  Identified  ...  ...  •••  •••  Nil 

Unknown  Cases  •••  •••  •••  •••  56 

Unhappily  we  have  to  report  that  fifty-six  cases  of  food 
poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year,  almost  all  of  these 
being  from  the  Trinant  area.  Strenuous  efforts  were  made  by 
the  department  to  obtain  bacteriological  confirmation,  but  to 
no  avail. 

Very  many  samples  of  faeces  were  obtained  from  noti 
fied  patients,  and  these  were  submitted  to  the  bacteriologist 
with  a view  to  isolating  the  causative  organism.  Samples  of 
ice-cream,  milk  and  water  were  also  submitted  to  the  same 
scrutiny,  again  to  no  avail. 

More  often  that  not  notification  of  patients  was  too  late 
for  the  department  to  carry  out  a worthwhile  investigation, 
the  patient  having  recovered  before  the  home  could  be  visited. 

In  all  cases  the  duration  of  the  illness  was  from  forty- 
eight  to  seventy-two  hours.  Usually  mild  diarrhoea  was  accom- 
panied by  slight  vomiting.  In  a few  cases  mild  sickness  only 
was  experienced. 

Your  Medical  Officer  is  well  satisfied  that  all  steps  were 
taken  to  isolate  the  causative  organism,  but  somewhat  dis- 
satisfied that  the  measures  taken  were  rendered  abortive. 
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'i’o  Commom  Marketeers  (cont'd) 

“ This  blessed  plot,  this  earth, 
this  realm,  this  England 
Fear’d  by  their  breed  and 
famous  by  their  birth, 

This  England,  that  was  wont 
to  conquer  others, 

Hath  made  a shameful 
conquest  of  herself 
With  inky  blots  and 

rotten  parchment  bonds”. 

Richard  II. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Dr.  K.  E.  Howells,  M.B.,  B.S.  (London),  D.P.H. 
Chief  Public  Health  Officer  : 

Lloyd  G.  Hale,  F.R.S.H. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

These  services  are  maintained  by  the  County  Council  at 
Cwmcarn,  Abercarn,  Newbridge,  Pantside  and  Trinant. 

Isolation  Hospitals. 

There  are  no  Isolation  Hospitals  in  the  Council’s  Area, 
but  arrangements  have  been  made  for  Infectious  Diseases 
cases  to  be  admitted  to  the  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital,  Newport. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

It  is  now  the  duty  of  the  County  Council  to  administer  this 
service.  This  duty  is  performed  by  their  Area  Medical  Officers. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Under  the  provision  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 
1946,  the  County  Council  now  administer  the  Ambulance 
Service. 

Bacterio’ogical  Examination  of  Pathological  Specimens. 

Samples  of  Milk,  Ice-Cream,  Water  and  samples  from 
the  Council’s  Swimming  Baths  were  submitted  to  the  Lab- 
oratory at  Clytha  Square,  Newport,  for  examination  during  the 
year. 
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Water  Supplies. 

The  Council  is  a constituent  Authority  of  the  Gwent 
Water  Board.  The  chief  supply  is  obtained  from  Grwyne- 
Fawr  Reservoir  situated  in  the  Black  Mountains,  Breconshire, 
and  from  the  Llandegvedd  Reservoir,  subsidiary  supplies  are 
obtained  from  local  sources.  The  water  is  of  good  quality 
and  large  supplementary  quantities  were  obtained  from  Llan- 
over  Scheme.  The  water  is  sampled  by  the  Board,  and  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Local  Authority  (who  submitted  samples 
for  bacteriological  examination)  . Where  necessary  the  sup- 
plies were  chlorinated  by  the  Board’s  Officials. 

Number  of  houses  with  piped  supply  ...  6,351 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  wells 

and  springs  (estimated)  ...  ...  10 

Approximate  population  supplied  from 

Public  Water  Mains,  direct  to  house  ...  18,642 

During  the  year  inspections  were  made  of  water  supplies 
and  systems  generally,  where  the  pressure  was  reported  to  be 
low.  Upon  inspection  it  was  found  that  in  almost  all  cases  the 
corrosion  of  pipes  was  responsible  for  inadequate  supplies 
for  all  domestic  purposes.  In  such  cases,  Informal  Notices  and 
where  necessary  Statutory  Notices  under  Section  138  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  served  with  complete  success. 

Sewers  and  Drains. 

The  Council  is  a constituent  Member  of  the  Western 
Valley  Sewerage  Board.  The  Council  s subsidiary  sewers  are 
connected  to  the  Main  Trunk  Sewer. 

Scavenging. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  with  a twice 
week’y  collection,  the  tip  being  situated  at  Hafodyrynys. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Regular  inspections  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control 
and  Fly  Breeding  have  been  carried  out,  and  extensive  treat- 
ments for  the  elimination  of  rodents  and  flies  are  continually 
being  undertaken. 
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“How  green  is  my  valley”. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  Milk  and 
Ice-Cream. 

A total  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  samples  were  sub- 
mitted for  bacteriological  examinations  during  the  year. 

Thirty-one  milk,  one  hundred  and  eight  water,  and  six- 
teen ice-cream.  The  milk  samples  were  purchased  off  vendors 
in  the  course  of  delivery  to  the  consumers,  at  school  canteens 
and  factory  canteens. 

The  water  samples  were  taken  from  landsprings,  such  as 
are  at  the  Colliery  Road,  Cwmcarn,  and  near  Pennar  Villa, 
New  Bethel,  the  Council’s  swimming  baths  and  certain  supply 
taps  in  factories  and  schools  in  the  Area.  All  samples  sub- 
mitted proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACTS,  1956  & 1969. 

The  Council  will  recall  that  in  a recent  debate  this  depart- 
ment was  asked  to  report  on  the  import  of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956,  and  the  Act  of  1969. 

I was  of  the  opinion  that  this  synopsis  could  be  incorp- 
orated in  the  Annual  Report  for  1970,  and,  accordingly,  it  is 
a pleasure  to  present  this  part  of  the  report  for  your  interest. 

Prior  to  this  Act  the  control  of  smoke  was  dealt  with 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sections  100  to  108 
inclusive.  These  powers  were  loose,  and  practice  showed  that 
they  were  easily  broken,  thus,  little  or  no  worthwhile  pro- 
gress was  made  under  the  above  Act. 

In  1953,  Sir  Hugh  Beaver  set  up  a working  party  to  ulti- 
mately report  to  the  Government.  The  Beaver  Committee’s 
report  was  accepted,  in  toto,  and  became  the  Clean  Air  Act 

1956. 

The  first  objective  of  this  Act  is  to  prohibit  the  emission 
of  dark  smoke  from  a chimney  of  any  building.  If  on  any  day 
dark  smoke  is  emitted  for  a period  of  eight  minutes  in  any 
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Half  hour,  the  occupier  of  the  building  will  be  guilty  of  an 
offence  and  liable  on  summary  conviction,  in  the  case  of  a 
private  dwelling,  to  a fine  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  and  from 
any  other  chimney  to  a fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
pounds. 

Considerable  structural  alteration  may  be  required  be- 
fore the  emission  of  dark  smoke  can  be  prevented  from  a 
particular  building.  Accordingly,  the  Act  provides  for  exemp- 
tion for  a period  of  seven  years,  if  a Local  Authority  is  satis- 
fied that  it  is  not  practicable  to  alter  or  equip  the  building  so 
as  to  enable  it  to  be  used  or  fully  used  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended.  A certificate  is  issued  by  Local  Auth- 
orities, from  time  to  time,  to  this  effect,  for  a period  of  one 
year  or  a shorter  period,  as  the  Local  Authority  may  decide. 

The  prohibition  also  covers  dark  smoke  from  Railway 
engines  and  ships.  The  owners  must  use  any  practicable  means 
for  minimising  the  emission  of  dark  smoke,  if  he,  the  owner, 
fails  to  do  so,  he  will  be  guilty  of  an  offence. 

The  second  objective  of  the  Act  is  to  ensure  that  indust- 
rial furnaces  installed  after  1956  can  be  operated,  as  far  as  is 
practicable,  without  emitting  smoke  when  burning  fuel  of  a 
type  for  which  the  furnace  was  designed.  Any  furnace  in- 
stalled in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifications  submitted 
to  and  approved  by  the  Local  Authority  will  be  deemed  to 
comply  with  the  provision  of  the  Act. 

Not  only  dark  smoke  is  prohibited,  but  the  Act  provides 
for  the  reduction  of  the  emission  of  grit  or  dust  from  furnaces. 
The  occupier  of  any  building  in  which  a furnace  is  so  used 
to  burn  solid  fuel  or  solid  waste,  or  of  any  building  or  land 
in  or  on  which  an  oven  is  used  to  subject  solid  fuel  to  any 
process  involving  the  application  of  heat,  must  use  any  pract- 
icable means  there  for  minimising  the  emission  of  grit  or 
dust  from  any  chimney  which  serves  the  furnace  or  oven  and 
if  he  fails  to  do  so,  he  will  be  guilty  of  an  offence. 

There  is  also  a provision  governing  the  height  of  chim- 
neys. Whenever  plans  for  the  erection  or  extension  of  a 
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building  other  than  a building  used  or  to  be  used  wholly  as 
a residence  or  residences,  a shop  or  shops  or  an  office  or 
offices,  are,  in  accordance  with  building  regulations,  deposited 
with  a Local  Authority  and  the  plans  show  it  is  proposed  to 
construct  a chimney  for  carrying  smoke,  grit  or  dust  or  gases 
from  the  building,  the  Local  Authority  must  reject  the  plans 
unless  they  are  satisfied  that  the  height  of  the  chimney  will 
be  sufficient  to  prevent  as  far  as  practicable,  the  smoke,  grit  or 
dust  or  gases  from  becoming  prejudicial  to  health  or  a nui- 
sance having  regard  to  the  purpose  of  the  chimney,  the 
position  of  the  chimney,  description  of  the  buildings  near 
thereto,  the  levels  of  the  adjacent  ground  and  any  other  matter 
requiring  consideration. 

In  retrospect  the  objective  of  this  Act  is  to  reduce  the 
volume  of  domestic  smoke,  by  a gradual  extension  of  smoke 
control  areas  similar  to  the  smokeless  zones  established  pre- 
viously under  the  few  Local  Acts  in  force  up  and  down  the 
country,  prior  to  the  coming  into  force  of  this  Act.  Here  a 
Local  Authority  can  declare  the  whole  or  any  part  of  their 
area,  district,  a smoke  controlled  area.  The  Minister  must 
confirm  the  Order,  or  may  vary  the  Order,  as  he  thinks  fit. 
(These  powers  of  Local  Authorities  are  at  present  suspended 
through  lack  of  suitable  solid  fuels)  . 

The  difficulties  in  establishing  smokeless  zones  under 
purely  local  legislation  have  been  done  away  with.  The  Act 
gives  power  to  Local  Authorities  to  make  owners  of  proper- 
ties, within  an  area  to  be  declared  a Smokeless  Controlled 
Area,  alter  where  necessary  the  firegrate  so  a s to  use  smoke- 
less fuel,  seven-tenths  of  any  expenditure  so  incurred  by  an 
owner  in  altering  a grate  to  receive  smokeless  fuel  can  be 
recovered  from  the  Local  Authority. 

It  is  of  interest  to  the  Committee  to  learn  that  almost  all 
properties,  some  two  thousand  under  their  control,  can  be 
altered  to  receive  smokeless  fuel  for  as  little  as  ten  pounds, 
part  of  which  would  be  recoverable  from  the  Exchequer. 

To  conclude,  we  have  seen  this  A.ct  in  operation  for 
fifteen  or  so  years,  time  enough  to  see  the  many  great  advant- 
ages it  has  brought  up  and  down  the  country.  Towns  like 
Sheffield  and  Stoke  are  clean  again,  no  longer  is  the  grass  a 
jaundiced  yellow.  The  social  stigma  of  being  a person  from 
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the  “Black  Country”  is  a thing  of  the  past.  Undoubtedly  this 
is  one  of  the  most  important  pieces  of  legislation  to  be  placed 
on  the  Statute  Book  this  century.  It  makes  one  think  that  over 
four  hundred  years  ago,  Orsino’s  Olivia  “purged  the  air  of 
pestilence”.  We  can  certainly  say  that  of  this  Act,  irrespective 
of  the  rather  terrifying  conditions  of  the  air  at  Risca,  if  we 
are  to  believe  very  responsible  people  down  there. 

“They  were  but  as  a cuckoo  in  June 
Heard  but  not  regarded”. 

Henry  IV. 

I cannot  believe  that  the  air  is  as  heady  as  wine  in  Aber- 
carn  and  so  foul  in  Risca,  yet  I am  assured  that  this  is  so  by 
the  Welsh  School  of  Medicine  who  did  research  for  three  long 
years  in  the  Tin  Works  at  Abercarn.  Time  and  time  again  I 
was  assured  that  there  was  little  or  no  atmospheric  pollution 
in  the  Area. 

The  burning  of  steam  coal  in  the  year  1956  was  some 
fifty  thousand  tons  in  the  Area,  in  1963  this  was  reduced  to 
twenty-three  thousand  tons,  a tremendous  reduction  through 
legislation,  and  a social  revolution  of  a bloodless  nature. 

The  Act  of  1969  has  even  brought  the  controlling  of 
garden  bonfires  within  its  ambit.  Control  is  complete,  it  is  up 
to  each  Local  Authority  to  use  its  powers  to  purge  the  air  of 
pestilence”,  only  then  can  we  say: 

“Tire  beauty  of  the  morning;  silent,  bare, 

Ships,  towers,  domes,  theatres,  and  temples  lie 
Open  to  the  fields  and  to  the  sky, 

All  bright  and  glittering  in  the  smokeless  air. 

Westminster  Bridge. 
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Wasteful  Genius. 


“ Full  many  a gem  of  purest  ray  serene 
The  dark  unfathomed  caves  of  ocean  hear, 

Full  many  a flower  is  born  to  blush  unseen 
And  waste  its  fragrance  in  the  desert  air.” 

Thomas  Gray. 


Rainfall. 

The  table  shows  the  monthly  rainfall,  also  the  day  of  the 
month  when  the  greatest  fall  occurred. 

No.  of  days 


Month 

Total 
Inches 
of  Rainfall 

Greatest  fall 
Day 

in  24  Hrs. 
Inches 

of 

Recorded 

Rainfall 

January 

..  11.82 

31 

1.70 

15 

February 

..  5.65 

16 

1.70 

8 

March 

..  3.26 

10 

0.63 

7 

April 

..  5.69 

1 1 

1.30 

10 

May 

..  0.53 

— 

— 

1 

June 

..  2.91 

10 

0.77 

7 

July 

..  3.49 

25 

0.81 

9 

August 

..  5.06 

22 

1.74 

8 

September 

4.60 

3 

1.25 

12 

October 

..  2.74 

31 

0.72 

8 

November 

7.31 

21 

1.40 

13 

December 

..  2.22 

24 

-0.62 

6 

Total 

..  55.28 

— 

— 

104 

Rainfall  is  recorded  at  Abercarn  Cemetery. 
Height  above  Sea  Level:  539.9  feet. 
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Indecision. 


“She  pined  in  thought 
And,  with  a green  and  yellow  melancholy, 

She  sat,  like  Patience  on  a monument, 

Smiling  at  grief.’’ 

Twelfth  Night. 

Shakespeare. 


The  following  complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
and  remedied,  these  are  set  out  for  your  information. 


Exterior. 

Chimney  stacks  rebuilt  or  repaired 
Chimney  stacks  sealed  off 
Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

Rainwater  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  renewed  or 
repaired  •••  ••• 

Walls — rebuilt  or  repaired 

rendered  for  the  prevention  of  dampness 
external  plastering  repaired 
damp  proof  courses  inserted 
Outbuildings  repaired 
Obstructive  outbuildings  demolished 
Yards,  passages,  etc.,  paved  or  repaired 


1970 

15 
35 
59 

44 

22 

80 

16 
12 

5 

Nil 

29 


Interior. 

Doors  and  frames  renewed  or  repaired 
Floors  renewed  or  repaired 
Floors  ventilated 

Grates  or  ovens  renewed  or  repaired  ... 

Internal  plastering  (walls)  repaired  or  replastered 
Internal  plastering  (ceilings)  repaired  or 
replastered 
Larders  provided 
Larders  improved  or  repaired 
Staircases  repaired  ...  •••  "• 

Windows  and  frames  renewed  or  repaired 

Window  cords  renewed 


76 

67 

4 

38 

341 

63 

8 

23 

12 

167 

46 


24 


Drainage. 

New  drains  constructed 
Drains  cleansed 
Drains  reconstructed 
Drains  repaired 
Gullies  fixed 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired 
Lavatory  basins  or  baths  waste  pipes  trapped  or 
repaired 

Soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired 
Waste  water  sinks  trapped  or  waste  pipes  repaired 


8 

83 

18 

64 

83 

72 

14 
7 

15 


Water  Closets. 

Water  closet  buildings  repaired 
Seats,  doors  renewed  or  repaired 
Water  closets  reconstructed 
New  W.C.  pans  and  traps  fixed 
Flushing  apparatus  provided 
Flushing  apparatus  repaired 


25 

17 

2 

13 

86 

4 


Miscellaneous  Repairs  and  Nuisances  Abated. 

Storage  accommodation  provided  or  improved... 

Water  supply  provided 

Water  taps  or  pipes  repaired  ... 

Fascia  boards  renewed  or  repaired 
Skirting  boards  renewed  or  repaired 
Waste  water  sinks  provided 
Joints  raked  out  and  repointed 
Other  repairs  and  nuisances  abated 


86 

2 

24 

12 

102 

44 

15 

141 


Total 


...  2,101 
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Housing. 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  ... 
Re-inspected 

Number  of  premises  at  which  repairs  and 
improvements  have  been  carried  out 
Warning  Notices 
Remedied  without  Notice 
Statutory  Notices  served 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with 
Statutory  Notices  not  complied  with 
Number  of  houses  in  the  area 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  erected  during  the 
year  by  the  Council 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  privately  in  the 
year  1970 


1,262 

715 

1,262 

27/ 

985 

135 

135 

Nil 

6,362 

Nil 

15 


(approx.) 


Drainage. 

Drainage  stoppages  dealt  with,  new  drainage  con- 
nections, improvements  and  repairs 

The  following  statement  is  in  the  form  prescribed 
Ministry: — 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: — 

( 1 ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

during  the  year  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  made 

(b)  Closing  Orders  made  ... 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  re-let  for 
human  habitation 
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by  the 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 


Closing  Orders  revoked  after  premises 
have  been  made  fit 


,262 


1,416 

6 

7 
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“For  them  rio  more  the  blazing  hearth  shall  burn 
Or  busy  housewife  ply  her  evening  care  : 

A’o  children  run  to  lisp  their  sire’s  return 
Or  climb  upon  his  knee  the  envied  kiss  to  share." 

Thomas  Gray. 

2.  Remedying  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices: 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  for 
occupation  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  366 

3.  (a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9 and  10  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1937  ...  ...  ...  86 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  Formal 
Notice: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  86 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  under  Circular  2854  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  73 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  73 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957: — 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made..  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  5 


27 


Example. 

“This  story  shall  the  yood 
man  teach  his  son.” 

Henry  V . 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  1 8 of  the  Housing 
Act,  195  7.— 

( I ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tene- 


ments or  rooms  having  been  rendered 

fit  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1957 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  ( 1 ) Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ...  |4 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ..  17 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein...  61 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  2 

5.  Housing  Act,  1957 — Clearance  Areas. 

(a)  Clearance  Areas  made  during  the  year  ...  Nil 


(b)  Number  of  houses  involved  in  Clearance  Areas  Nil 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  under  review  we  saw  the  last  remaining 
families  re-housed  from  Celynen  Terrace.  1 remember  final- 
ising this  Clearance  Area  three  years  ago,  June/July,  1968. 
In  a private  conversation  at  that  time,  in  replying  to  a question 
as  to  how  long  it  would  take  to  re-house  all  these  families,  I 
offered  the  opinion  that  it  could  be  done  in  around  six  months, 
while  another  person’s  opinion  was  that  it  would  take  two  and 
a half  years.  I thought  this  ridiculous,  however,  time  has 
proved  the  latter  estimate  to  be  correct. 

Perhaps  the  Council  have  been  too  kind  in  generally 
allowing  tenants  to  choose  the  area,  type  of  house,  etc.,  they 
wanted  to  live  in,  at  these  redevelopment  schemes  such  as 
Trinant,  Celynen  Terrace,  Arcon  Bungalows,  Pentwynmawr, 
and  The  Ranks,  Abercarn.  Allowing  families  this  freedom  of 
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choice  makes  the  redevelopment  long  and  drawn  out. 
Certainly  this  has  proved  so  in  Trinant  and  at  the  Arcon 
Bungalows  and  The  Ranks. 

Naturally  careful  consideration  must  be  given  to  each 
family’s  requirements.  Often  the  persons  are  infirm,  incapable, 
ill,  aged  and  quite  frankly  dread  the  idea  of  moving  at  all. 
The  weeks  roll  into  months,  the  months  into  years,  all  too 
quickly,  before  sites  are  eventually  cleared  for  redevelopment. 

The  Local  Government  wit  who  said:  “you’ll  never  make 
a good  officer  unless  you  learn  to  make  haste,  slowly”  certain- 
ly had  something.  We  really  will  have  to  be  patient  in  the 
cases  of  The  Ranks,  Abercarn  and  Arcon  Bungalows,  Pent- 
wynmawr. 

However  the  redevelopment  of  the  old  Princess  Crescent 
site  is  well  under  way,  as  is  that  of  the  Nazareth  site  in  Cwm- 
carn.  While  the  Glanbrynnar  site,  although  very  small,  fills 
what  to  all  intents  and  purposes  was  a spare  piece  of  land 
which  would  with  the  passage  of  time  have  become  a glorified 
rubbish  dump. 

It  is  rather  pleasing  to  note  that  we  are  at  last  building  on 
Martin’s  Field,  twenty  Senior  Citizens’  units,  and  on  the  Naza- 
reth site,  eighteen  units.  While  at  Trinant  seventy  units  will 
be  on  the  old  Princess  Crescent  site. 

Only  time  itself  will  solve  the  problem  of  The  Ranks 
site,  allowing  this  to  be  redeveloped,  although  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  clear  this  site  in  197  I / 7 2 . 

Redevelopment  should  at  least  be  started  before  amal- 
gamation takes  place.  Unless  this  be  the  case  many  years  may 
come  and  go  before  this  scheme  gets  under  way.  Perhaps 
when  we  are  amalgamated  the  redevelopment  of  this  site  in 
the  middle  of  Abercarn  will  receive  a low  order  of  priority. 

This  blight  on  the  landscape  must  be  removed  at  the 
earliest  possible  time,  and  I think  the  whole  of  the  Council  are 
in  agreement  with  this. 
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Tranquillity. 

“In  peace  there’s  nothing  so 
becomes  a man 
As  modest  stillness  and 
humility.” 

Henry  V. 

HOUSE  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Beyond  question  the  year  1970  was  our  busiest  year  yet 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  applications  received  for  Improve- 
ment Grants,  and  a total  of  eighty-six  applications  were  dealt 
with  by  the  department. 

Undoubtedly,  the  higher  ceiling  figure  of  up  to  one 
thousand  pounds  for  improvements  alone,  assuming  the  total 
cost  was  two  thousand  pounds,  was  to  a great  extent  respon- 
sible. Additionally,  all  defects  to  the  property  can  be  reme- 
died, again  at  half  the  cost. 

While  owner/occupiers  up  and  down  the  country  are 
rushing  to  apply  for  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants,  and 
while  the  National  Statistics  will  be  most  gratifying,  the  wrong 
applicant  is  applying,  in  my  opinion.  We  would  like  shoals  of 
landlords  and  ladies  to  apply,  as  it  is  the  rented  house  we  all 
want  to  see  improved.  The  incentive  to  improve  is  greater 
now  than  the  8 % return  on  capital  expended.  The  return  of 
1 2^  % on  capital  invested  on  improvements  and  repairs  has 
not  proved  the  fillip  it  was  hoped  it  would  be.  The  landlords 
and  ladies  are  still  reluctant  to  come  forward  and  apply  for 
Improvement  Grants.  It  is  this  class  of  house  we  want  to  spend 
one  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  on,  thus  saving  it  from 
demolition  under  the  Housing  Acts.  Surely  it  is  good  business 
to  spend  such  sums  of  money  on  such  property  rather  than 
demolish  and  rebuild  housing  units  to  Parker  Morris  standard 
costing  up  to  four  thousand  pounds,  including  land  and  other 
ancillary  costs. 

To  spend  wisely  is  good  economics.  Let  all  landlords 
and  ladies  come  forward,  we  have  money  to  give  away.  Yes! 
to  give  away. 
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Local  authorities,  big  and  small,  had  powers  to  declare 
Improvement  Areas,  but  the  majority  of  Authorities  by  their 
lack  of  enthusiasm  failed  to  declare  even  one  Area.  It  seemed 
quite  unfair  for  local  authorities  to  cry  about  lack  of  powers, 
and  then  when  the  powers  were  granted  in  1 964  the  ardent 
critic  became  a pundit,  paying  special  attention  to  perhaps 
the  cumbersome  legislation  of  this  part  of  the  Act;  ignoring 
the  rich  reward  of  improving  whole  streets. 

Personally,  I am  sorry  these  powers  were  rescinded  with 
the  coming  into  being  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969.  Here 
General  Improvement  Areas  are  the  new  vogue  giving  powers 
to  improve  houses  within  a defined  area,  with  additional 
powers  to  spend  public  money  on  environmental  improvement 
of  the  area  in  general. 

It  would  seem  that  the  Housing  Act,  I 969  is  certainly 
wide  in  its  interpretation,  there  appears  to  be  only  one  anom- 
aly in  being;  a person  applying  for  a Standard  Grant  not  being 
eligible  for  improvement  repairs.  This  seems  very  unfair  when 
it  well  may  be  that  two  applications  can  be  received  from 
neighbours  in.  a street  of  terraced  houses,  one  for  a Dis- 
cretionary Grant,  together  with  all  outstanding  defects,  while 
the  person  applying  for  a Standard  Grant  is  disqualified  from 
receiving  any  grant  aid  for  defects  in  his  home. 
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Unconquerable. 

“And  you  good  yeoman, 

Whose  limbs  were  made  in 
England,  show  us  here 
The  mettle  of  your  pasture; 

Let  us  swear 

That  you  are  worth  your  breeding 
which  I doubt  not.’’ 

Henry  V. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Once  again  the  department  is  pleased  to  report  quite 
startling  improvement  in  the  shops  within  the  Urban  Area. 

It  is  however,  sad,  disappointingly  so,  to  see  the  closure  of 
many  more  shops  as  each  year  goes  by.  Competition,  plus  in- 
creased overheads,  has  brought  the  closure  of  shops  in  each 
of  the  villages  comprising  the  Urban  Area. 

This  concentration  on  bigger  organisations,  boards  and 
local  authorities,  in  my  long  experience,  does  not  mean 
greater  efficiency.  Remember  the  lure,  the  sweet  honeyed 
words  before  vesting  day,  of  both  Gas  and  Electricity  Boards. 
Remember  when  local  councils  were  the  rating  authorities  be- 
fore that  part,  that  essential  part,  of  Local  Government  was 
taken  over  by  the  Inland  Revenue. 

The  new  proposed  councils  will  have  the  same  prob- 
lems, 1 am  not  aware  that  the  County  Council  will  have  to 
surrender  anything  to  urban  councils  after  1973.  Naturally 
one  would  have  thought  that  we,  the  new  enlarged  Authority, 
would  certainly  be  responsible  for  the  implementation  in  its 
own  right  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  all  other 
enactments  to  do  with  food  since  that  time. 

1 unwisely  thought  that  somewhere  in  the  Maud,  Seebolm, 
Green  or  Wilson  Reports  that  the  new  contemplated  auth- 
orities would  automatically  be  the  Food  and  Drugs  Author- 
ities, not  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the  County 
Councils  as  at  present.  I am  reliably  informed  that  this  Depart- 
ment does  not  have  lectures  as  part  of  their  curriculum  on 
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Food  and  Drugs  or  the  standards  set  down  in  law  for  food, 
etc.  The  Department,  as  a whole,  have  never  inspected  fish  or 
done  any  meat  inspection,  as  public  health  inspectors  are 
obliged  to  do.  How  strange  that  this  Department  should  be 
given  this  arduous  task  to  perform. 

Again  they  are  responsible  for  the  implementation  of  the 
Trades  Descriptions  Act,  how  much  easier  it  would  be  if  the 
County  Council  delegated  the  working  of  this  Act  to  the  man 
in  the  field,  to  the  public  health  inspector  in  the  urban  area. 
There  are  literally  hundreds  of  standards  set  down,  can  we  be 
sure  that  all  these  are  being  complied  with  ? Let  us  examine 
those  meat  pies,  or  so  called  meat  pies.  How  many  know  that 
the  standard  of  meat  required  is  25  % ? The  standard  set  down 
for  sausage  is  a minimum  of  65  % meat,  in  the  Sausage  and 
Meat  Products  Regulations,  1967.  The  Labelling  of  Food 
Regulations,  1970  can  only  be  operated  properly  by  the  pub- 
lic health  inspectors  in  the  country,  these  regulations  super- 
sede the  Labelling  of  Food  Regulations,  1967  and  those  made 
in  1953.  All  these  regulations,  and  more  besides,  are  pro- 
tection for  the  man  in  the  street,  a defence  for  the  lady  of  the 
house  to  ensure  that  when  she  asks  for  cream  she  does  not  get 
artificial  cream;  when  she  buys  a fillet  of  pork  she  gets  a fillet, 
not  a leg  of  pork. 

To  conclude,  naturally  there  are  hundreds  of  such  regu- 
lations to  deal  with.  Only  adequate  and  patient  sampling, 
visits  to  shops,  inspections  made  visually  can  keep  false 
descriptions  at  a minimum.  This  is  our  task,  not  that  of  the 
County  Council.  Like  Henry  V: 

“If  it  be  a sin  to  covert  honour, 

I am  the  most  offending  soul  alive.” 

I shall  remain  offended,  perhaps  all  though  my  remaining  time 
in  Local  Government. 

F ood  and  Drugs  are  an  important  part  of  our  lives,  after 
all  we  spend  a lot  of  time  eating.  The  best  person  to  judge 
whether  that  food  is  fit  to  eat,  sound  and  wholesome;  that 
when  you  buy  haddock  you  will  get  haddock,  and  not  cod 
coloured  yellow;  t hat  the  food  is  properly  labelled;  to  per- 
form the  important  routine  task  of  sampling  all  these,  and 
more  besides,  is  the  public  health  inspector.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  he  has  the  more  obvious  claim  to  this  important 
and  most  exacting  task. 
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To  the  Avaricious. 

“Presumptuous  man/maid  with  looks  intent 
Again  he j she  stretched,  again  she  bent 
Nor  knew  the  gulf  between. 

Malignant  fate  sat  by  and  smiled 
The  slippery  verge  her  feet  beguiled 
She  tumbled  headlong  in.” 

Thomas  Gray. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

A large  quantity  of  tinned  and  other  foods  were  in 
spected  during  the  year.  The  following  articles  were  con 
demned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 


121  lb.  cooked  ham; 

15  tins  cooked  ham; 

94  lb.  corned  beef; 

48  tins  corned  beef; 

130  tins  luncheon  meat; 

36  tins  tomatoes; 

32  tins  milk; 

I  tin  cream; 

1 1 I tins  beans; 

64  tins  peas; 

13  tins  broad  beans; 

19  tins  peaches; 

21  tins  strawberries; 

6  tins  oranges; 

25  tins  pears; 

8 tins  soup; 

10  tins  salmon; 

3 tins  beefburgers; 

4 pkts.  beefburgers; 

6 tins  braised  steak; 

29  tins  stewed  steak; 

1 1 jars  potted  meat; 

48  lb.  meat  pieces 

(decomposed) 

36  lb.  tongue; 

16  lb.  fish  (decomposed); 
2\  lb.  sausage; 


1 4 chickens; 

44^  lb.  cheese  (mouldy); 
I 7 lb.  butter  (rancid)  ; 

1 jar  onions; 

4 tins  spaghetti; 

4 braised  steak  tartlets; 

4 bakewell  tarts; 

5 rhubarb  tarts, 

7 livers  lyonais; 

3 chicken  and  ham  pies; 

2 stewed  steak  pies; 

8 grilled  lamp  chops; 

3 haricot,  mutton  pies; 

7 portions  boiled  rice; 

6 portions  curried  beef; 
3 shepherd’s  pie  tartlets; 
I steak,  mushroom  pie; 

24  pasties; 

26  mincemeat  tarts; 

5 Viennese  tarts; 

5 lemon  curd  tarts; 

10  apple  crumbles; 

3 peach  sponges; 

4 pineapple  sponges; 

7 baked  jam  rolls; 

24  trifles; 

1 I chocolate  sponges. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  department  is  pleased  to  report  that  during  1970  all 
the  shops  in  the  Urban  Area  were  once  again  inspected  under 
the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963.  Natur- 
ally, inspections  also  took  place  under  the  Shops  Act,  1930, 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  the  General  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1956  and  I960. 

It  is  of  considerable  interest  that  a total  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  breaches  of  the  regulations  were  noted  during 
the  survey. 

Beyond  doubt  this  piece  of  legislation  (The  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act)  is  ones  of  the  most  import- 
ant to  be  placed  on  the  Statute  Book  this  last  generation. 
Important  because  of  the  benefits  derived  by  over  ten  million 
workers;  important  because  of  its  far  flung  implications:  satis- 
fying too  if  implemented  properly.  It  reinforces  and  super- 
imposes, as  it  were,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  the  Shops 
Act,  1950  and  a part  of  the  Factories  Act.  The  Act  irons  out 
anomalies  in  these  other  Acts. 

Its  operation  cannot  be  regarded  as  cumbersome,  irk- 
some or  tedious;  all  the  more  reason  why  responsible  people 
should  face  up  to  their  obligations  and  assist  in  making  the 
Act  work. 

Last  year  it  came  to  my  notice  that  a male  worker  was 
rather  grievously  injured.  This  worker  was  finalising  his  work 
at  the  end  of  the  day,  and  was  locking  up  his  place  of  work. 
While  locking  the  door  he  inadvertently  shut  the  door  on  his 
fingers.  He  opened  the  door  and  blew  on  them  thinking  that 
he  had  blackened  his  nails,  but  upon  closer  examination  dis- 
covered that  he  was  short  of  two  finger  tips;  one  was  stuck  on 
the  door,  the  other  was  on  the  ground.  He  picked  this  up  and 
took  it  to  his  family  doctor  asking  him  to  stitch  the  finger  back 
on.  I believe  the  doctor  disposed  of  the  finger  end  without 
further  ado.  This  accident  was  not  reported  officially,  all  the 
pain  and  intense  suffering  counted  for  nought.  The  accident 
should  have  become  a statistic  in  a book. 
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Further,  a person,  in  her  place  of  work,  accidentally  hit 
her  hand  against  the  wall  causing  a fracture.  Here  again  the 
accident  was  not  reported,  the  department  only  finding  out 
while  making  innocent  enquiries  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the 
lady  in  question. 

Perhaps  greater  efforts  could  be  made  by  the  Minister 
of  Employment  and  Productivity  in  initiating  a poster  pro- 
paganda campaign  to  this  end.  Undoubtedly  the  responsible 
persons  were  not  aware  of  their  obligations  in  these  matters. 
Again,  owners  of  shops  have  spent  many  of  their  Wednesday 
afternoons  during  the  year  arguing  as  to  whether  tins  of  bis- 
cuits should  be  placed  on  the  treads  of  stairs  leading  down  to 
basement  store  places. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  my  “forward  observation 
post  operator”  reported  that  an  impromptu  meeting  of  some 
of  the  shop  keepers  had  been  held  to  discuss  the  unseemly 
behaviour  of  the  Abercarn  Public  Health  Inspectors.  After  a 
few  halves  of  beer  a nameless  person  who  is  still  in  business 
summed  up  with  this  sage  comment;  let  s face  it  fellows,  we 
have  been  getting  away  with  it  for  years”. 

Of  course  we  were  beginning  to  register  with  the  more 
responsible  element;  overall  real  progress  was  made,  giving 
real  satisfaction  to  the  department,  although  we  often  felt  like 
Thomas  Gray: 

“To  each  his  sufferings;  all  are  men 
Condemned  alike  to  groan 
The  tender  for  another’s  pain 
The  unfeeling  for  his  own. 

Yet  ah!  why  should  they  know  their  fate 
Since  sorrow  never  comes  too  late 
And  happiness  too  swiftly  flies. 

Thought  would  destroy  their  paradise 
No  more!  where  ignorance  is  bliss 
’Tis  folly  to  be  wise’  . 
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TABLE  A.  REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. 


T3  to 

£ g*  .2  5 
« .2  **  *» 
•a.-:  8 * 

£ 8 & « 

♦ *>  c •£ 

^ 0 _ 

. .5  « £P 


« 'C 

G 3 

U .3 
t*  ^ 


•Si 

3 V 

4?  ** 
Z a 


B 

o 


o 

8 

J2 

U 


O' 

oo 


vO 

OO 


o 

CNJ 


QO 


to 

u 

o 

£ 

O 


to 

a. 

o 

js 

c/5 


to 


to 

a> 

to 

3 

O 

0) 

Im 

tfl 


to 

a 

o 

.g 

to 

J) 

^td 

to 

u 


o 

4) 

DC,  ^ 


V 

rG 


c 

V 

a 

o . 
2 : 

Pi  “ 
JJ  G 
G D 

31 

=3  3 

4-» 

CO  o 

(J_)  • f* 

bo -2 

G ^ 

• G a 

4) 


G 

U 


to 

4-1 

o 

a 

4) 

TJ 

4) 

bo 

G 

o 

4-1 

cn 


4J 

3 

U- 


37 


TABLE  B NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTOR  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES. 


Table  c.  analysis  of  persons  employed  in 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE. 


Claas  of.  Workplace. 

Number  of  persons 
employed. 

(1) 

(2) 

O ill  ccs  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

337 

Retail  SHops  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

328 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ... 

63 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 
public  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

60 

Canteens  •••  • • * •••  ••• 

Fuel  Storage  depots 

Total  •••  •••  ••• 

788 

Total  Males 

378 

Total  Females 

410 
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exemptions  exemptions  applications  Cases  in  Cols.  Appeals  to  Court  against 
current  at  granted  or  refused  or  3 aid  4 refusal  to  grant  or  extern 
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TABLE  D.  EXEMPTIONS  (continued). 
PART  III.  Sanitary  Conveniences  (Sec.  9). 
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TABLE  E.  PROSECUTIONS. 

Prosecutions  instituted  of  which  the  hearing  was  completed 

in  the  year. 


No.  of 

1 1 , 

No.  of 

Section  of  Act  or  title 

persons  or 

No.  of 

informations 

of  Regulation  or 

companies 

informations 

leading  to  a 

Order. 

prosecuted 

laid 

conviction 

' . ' i".  • L-a  ' ‘ 

1 

\ 

J 

-J 

— 1 

i— . 

2 

2 

2 

2 

“ ' * 

. l. • r 

i 

j 

No.  of  complaints  (or  summary  applications) 

made  under  Section  22  ...  ...  Nil 

No.  of  interim  orders  granted  ...  ...  Nil 
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Equality. 

“/  thought  upon  one  pair  o,f  English  legs 
Did  march  three  Frenchmen. 

Yet  forgive  me,  God 
That  I brag  thus.” 

Henry  V. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 
Report  for  12  months  ended  31st  December,  1970. 

Non- 

Type  of  Property  Agricultural  Agricultural 


1 Number  of  properties  in  District 

6,480 

42 

2.  (a) 

Total  number  of  properties  (in- 
cluding nearby  premises)  in- 
spected following  notification 

284 

3 

(b) 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

142 

1 

(ii)  Mice 

79 

1 

3.  (a) 

Total  number  of  properties  in 
spected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than  noti- 
fication ... 

616 

26 

(b) 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

18 

1 

(ii)  Mice 

15 

3 

Sewers. 

4.  Number  of  sewers  infested  by  rats  during  the  year  ...  4 

All  individual  complaints  during  the  year  were  dealt 
with,  which  entailed  several  visits  by  the  Rodent  Operator  to 
one  single  reported  case. 

The  Council  sewers  were  treated,  as  is  usual,  twice  dur- 
ing the  year,  while  careful  attention  is  given  to  all  school  can- 
teens, on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  and  regular  visits  are 
also  paid  to  the  Council’s  rubbish  dump  at  Hafodyrynys,  and. 
indeed  all  points  where  complaints  were  received. 
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Factories  and  Workshop*. 

Total  number  of  factories  in  the  area  ...  17 

Total  number  of  workshops  in  the  area...  23 

The  factories  and  workshops  are  periodically  inspected, 
in  order  that  they  comply  with  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Number  of  Defects 

Referred  No.  of 
to  H.M.  Prose- 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  cutions 


Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  2 2 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  Nil  Nil 

Want  of  Drainage  of  floors  I 1 

Sanitary  Accommodation: 

Other  Nuisances  ...  1 1 

Insufficient  ...  ...  1 1 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  ...  2 2 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ...  Nil  Nil 


7 7 


Dr.  K.  E.  HOWELLS.  D.P.H.  (London), 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

LLOYD  G.  HALE,  F.R.S.H.. 

Chief  Public  Health  Officer. 
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